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Reading Comprehension 1 (10 marks) 

 

Pasta Salad  (Serves 2) 

Ingredients 

 150g wholemeal pasta 
 1 large, grated carrot 
 8 cherry tomatoes 
 2 tablespoons peas 
 1 large tuna can 
 50g chopped, pasteurised cheeselet or mozzarella 
 2 tablespoons of finely chopped parsley 

 

Utensils 

 pot 
 bowl 
 strainer 
 grater 

 

Procedure 

1. Fill in half the pot with water. Put it on the burner until the water boils. 
When it boils, put the pasta into the pot and cook for 10 minutes. 

2. In the meantime, put all the other ingredients in a bowl. 
3. When the pasta is ready, drain the water using a colander and let the 

pasta cool down. When it cools down, add the pasta to the other 
ingredients in the bowl. 

4. Stir well and serve. 
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A. Underline the correct answer that matches the information given. The 
first one has been done for you. 

 

1) The recipe is (easy, difficult, impossible) to cook. 

2) The main ingredient in this recipe is (bread, pasta, cereal). 

3) This recipe serves (2, 3, 4) people. 

4) Cherry tomatoes are like normal tomatoes but they are (smaller,  

same size, larger). 

5) We find utensils in the (bedroom, bathroom, kitchen). 

6) Tuna is a (dairy, fish, fruit). 

7) One can use either cheeselets or mozzarella because both of them are 

(dairy, poultry, wheat) products. 

8) The grater is used for (carrots, tomatoes, peas).  

9) Boiling water means the water is at (low, medium, high) temperature. 

10) The colander is used to (hold the pasta and let the water out,  

hold the ingredients, to hold both the ingredients and the pasta). 

11) When the food is ready, we serve it on (pans, 

plates, bowls). 
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Reading Comprehension 2 (20 marks) 

SECTION 1: 

Fun Facts about Cats 

 
 
 
 
  

3. Cats can be lethal hunters 
and very sneaky.  When they 
walk, their back paws step 
almost exactly in the same 
place as the front paws did 
beforehand. 

We  conserve  energy  by  
sleeping  from  13  to  14  
hours  a  day. 

We have powerful 
night vision. 

We are vain creatures 
and we spend a large 
amount of time licking 
our coats to keep them 
clean. 

We  can  make  a  100  
different  sounds  while  
a  dog  can  make  only  
10! 

We also have excellent hearing 
and a powerful sense of smell. 

2. The first cat in space was a 
French cat named Felicette 
(a.k.a. “Astrocat”) in 1963. 

4. A group of cats is called a 
clowder, a male cat is called 
a tom, a female cat is called 
a tabby while young cats are 
called kittens. 

5. A cat can jump up to five 
times its own height in a 
single leap. 

 

1. A cat’s nose pad is ridged with 
a unique pattern, just like the 
fingerprint of a person. 
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Questions on Section 1: 

A. Tick () the correct answer: 

1. This information states that cats conserve energy by 

a. playing.  

b. hunting.  

c. sleeping.  

 

2. To keep themselves clean, cats 

a. jumping into puddles.  

b. lick their coats.  

c. roll in the mind.  

 

B. Read the sentences. Write T if it is True, F if it is False and N if there is 

no information given in the passage. 

a. Cats can see extremely well in the dark. ____________ 

b. Cats have a weak sense of smell. ____________ 

 

C. Fill in with one word: 

1. A group of cats is called a  __________________. 

2. As hunters, cats are very   __________________. 
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SECTION 2: 

Violet’s Revenge 

I began planning my next move, as this one 

wasn’t working – even though I stood with my 

shiny black fur on end across my arched back, my 

tail held straight up, and my mouth open to show 

my long, sharp eye teeth. 

The large, short-haired brown dog was not leaving. He still was barking, 

jumping, and stretching his front paws across the bathroom sink in an effort to 

attack me. He panted constantly, exposing a mouth full of his own sharp teeth, 

and a black tongue that hung out. 

“I could reach out and claw his nose”, I thought, “but I might miss and he 

could grab my paw, or I could hurt him a lot, and my human family would be 

angry. I think I will try using my most fierce hiss, instead.” 

I narrowed my eyes and closed my mouth slightly to produce an angry 

“hisssssss!” It didn’t work. He jumped at me anyway. Good thing I backed off. 

“How did I get myself into this spot?” I thought. I moved my eyes around my 

surroundings, checking every possible way out! I was stuck on the top of the 

sink with no place to jump – except down into his waiting jaws.  

The room was small, but the door to my young human’s bedroom was open.           

“If only I could escape into that room.” The huge paws on the dog were getting 

closer to me with every one of his jumps. 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams 2017, English Reading Comprehension Yr 6 Page 7 of 10 

“That’s it – he gets it on the nose!” Quickly, I stretched out my right black paw. 

With claws fully extended, I struck the dog’s snout. Whimpering like a puppy, 

he jumped down and slowly left the room. 

“Good, he backed off. Now I must get out of here and hide fast before he comes 

back.” With lightning speed, I jumped down from the sink and flew through the 

door into the girl’s bedroom, where there were bunk beds. I quickly surveyed 

the distance between the floor and the top bunk, so I would know exactly how 

high to jump. 

Extending my body, up I went with no problem. I was a good jumper, never 

missing my mark. I snuggled up on the top bunk, which was close to the ceiling. 

I grabbed the small blue cotton blanket, inhaling the fragrant odour of my 

young human friend, before tossing it around to feel its soft, fluffy texture 

against my body. I rubbed it under my chin in order to leave my scent on it. 

I perked up my ears, as my keen hearing detected the dog running into the 

adjacent bathroom. I crouched down low and put myself into silent mode, while 

that trouble-making dog, with his battered nose, sniffed around the sink and 

the floor. 

I mentally grinned, knowing he had no idea where I had gone. And if he should 

find out, he would have no way to reach me. Time for a nap! 

(Taken from: Violet’s Revenge – A cat Story by Charlene Wexler) 
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Questions on Section 2: 

 

1. Who is the narrator of this story? 

______________________________________________________ 

 

2. Match the words that mean the same. The first one has been done for 

you:  

 

a) snout  sharp 

b) odour a nose 

c) keen  smell 

 

3. How did the narrator escape from the clutches of the dog in the 

bathroom? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where did the narrator hide? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 
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Questions on BOTH Sections: 

 

5. Put these actions, carried out by the narrator, in order by writing the 

number in the box next to sentence. 

 

 snuggled up on the top bunk. 

 crouched down low silently. 

 jumped down from the sink. 

 entered the girl’s bedroom. 

 

6. Underline the correct phrase which means the same as ‘very fast’ : 

 

a) whimpering like a puppy b) with lightning speed c) tossing it around 

 

7. Were the dog and the narrator on good terms? How can you tell? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

8. Find one adjective which is used to describe the blanket on the top bunk. 

_______________________ 
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9. What did the narrator do with the blanket? 

______________________________________________________ 

 

10. How did the narrator feel after the ordeal with the dog? Give a reason for 

your answer. 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 


